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On the indigenous culture
trail in north Queensland
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Looking out at the vast tidal mudflas of Cooya Beach,
mstof us wouldscea barren wastcland. But Juan Walk.
erknowsbetter.

“See these litle swirls?” he asks, pointing to the.
round. “Well, it worm poo. They live under the mud
and stingr ind suck them up. AU night if you

ht youTlsee hundreds oftingrays.

‘achild, Walker and his brothers spent their days
& for mud crabs and foraging for pipis and cams.
these shores near the mouth of the Mossman
River,justnoth of Port Douglas, leaming the traditions
ofthe Kuku Yalani peoplefrom their grandpar

anadul, he tll spends his time
way, Butnow he'sthe eacher, passing on his knowledze

ugh

Walker' older brothers, Line and Brandon, began

i throus
the warm shallows towards the mangroves, Walker

fore startng his small group tours two years later,joking

=/
Yarrabah community children ready to
perform at the 2017 Laura Festival

DRESSED FOR THE DANCE

Dustswirls asdancers,glistening with s,
stomp thei feet on the iy, brown earth o the
banging ofdapsticks and drone f the i

ildren n tradi

puinted withochre san

white,
siton plastc hairsna row clapping, whisting
and laughing raucously asthir amilies perform.

three days, dancers oungand old from
20 Cape York communities ake to thestage o
enacttherstoriesat the Laura Aboriginal Dance
Festival

vear elaborate headdresses, others

simpleloincloths,theirkin painted with hand-
prints.Some perform traditonal hunting dances,
prancing withspears timetothe beat.
Others hold their arms out totheside and soar
like agles across the festivalground.

elderinabright orange T-shirt emblazoned
with the word Havaiiisso moved by
ershoesandjoinsin,

Cairs. The nextsin 2019 lauradancefestivalcom.

Gonge,where we take a Negadiku Drcamtime Walk with
indigenous guide Aaron Minniccon.

‘Afer atraditonal vlcome-to-country smoking cer-
emony, we follow the old hunting and gathering trail
Minniccon points out mossy red cedars used to carve
dugout canocs and clubs and shields used in varfare. As

Stors tolet them

5.
m yellow 1o brown and used s ace paint for pecia

Art s integral to indigenous culture, and tropical
northQueensiandisdottedwitheultural centresandgal
leries where artist ertoswork andshowcase.
theiroffrings. Many alsodislay theirworkat the Cairns
Indigenous Art Fair held each July.

- explains his

bot

“That's for vegetarians” he jokes. Searching the man-
grove roats, i

be-
s Strait

Torres Strait, where he was bom and raised, through
iyt pri and arfare,

Tor
Tands and had three husbands. The frst two were
black birded” i The

Valk s house, we wash

My grandfather taught me the carving design.”
Mackie says.”

Juan,bisSpanishname.

Kitchen, where he cooks our bounty with freshly picked
el

1 was in primary school, and

My

tflesh
“Make amess” he says.”

ihebeach,
and nstructs us o sim, step forward and flick. “Point a
dm up,and et him ip” he says.

Walker swaps

of different Shapes. To our surpris, he says there are
th i

they're my parents’ totems. | also make my own

desigs.
“MyDad

“Then he throws his, and it lands about 30m away. But
thatsothing. He say

alone,

the other so they ret

‘Wewalk barefoot acrossthe mud towards alone grey
“Think of

oannas and possums; others are specifcally made (o
nare walabi

my duty to educate people and tel them the story of
whereTimfrom”

\Walk

digenous Austealans ook for diferent food sources de-
pending on the season. At the time of our tour the
all

g and shonws us ho to check if it is authentic (ot
‘madein Taiwan”) by felinginsidefortemitetracks.

Daintree

andfatten upfaster.

Sational Park
the world at 100 o 150 million years old.les Mossman

of Austrl ;
and Art Gallery i Bishane and his murals el for upto

Tdrather educatepeopleabout my culture

AngelaSaurineasaguestof Tourismand Events
Queensland.



