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Treasures unearthed
A mossy hollow sheds
light on an amazing
cultural sight, writes
ANGELA SAURINE

By chance . . . the Buddha statue inside Phu Kham cave near Vang Vieng, Laos. Picture: ANGELA SAURINE

T
hereareplaces like
theGrandCanyon,
famousnatural
wonders,onevery
traveller’s ‘‘todo’’ list.

Thenthereareequally
impressiveplacesyoucome
acrossbychance.That’showI
feel about thePhuKhamcave,
nearVangVieng inLaos.
Ithadbeenatoughtask

toget there—a3kmbikeride
alongarockydirt road in the
scorchingheat, followedby
a100mclimbuparockycliff
toget to theentrance to
the limestonecave.
But I’mshockedbywhat I

find inside,asamagnificent
recliningBuddhastatue liesat
thebottomofahugechamber,
streamsof sunlight filtering
in fromahigheropening.
Similar caves canbe found

throughout thecountry,and
werepopularhidingplaces for
villagerswhenunderattack
fromFrenchandAmerican
forces in the1960s.
Spurred togo furtherby the

sheerbeautyofwhatwesee,we
climbover thousandsof rocks
todiscover twomorechambers.
Althoughthere ismore

toexplore,wedecide
toquitwithall ourbones
still intact.Peeringback
towardswherewehadcome
fromisabreathtakingsight,as
light flows into thecave froma
mossyopening.Although it
can’tbecapturedonmycheap
digital camera, it is one thatwill
stay inmymemory forever.
Therecanbe fewplaces in

theworldwhere it ispossible to
explore suchadangerousplace
unaccompanied,but that is
oneof theattractionsof
LaosandIhope thepublic
indemnity lawyersare still
a fewyearsaway.

Aftera toughmorningweare
treated toarefreshingdip in
the lagoonoutside,which isa
tropical oasiswith thekindof
turquoisebluewateryou
usuallyonly see inpostcards.

Ithadbeenasix-hourbus
ride fromthe tourist townof
LuangPrabangto the
backpackermeccaofVang
Vieng,andwewere forced to
crawlovergiant sacksof rice
andsugar,whichcover the
entireaisle toboard.

Along thewaywepassed
villagerswhowerecheeringon
cockfightsandsawchildren
sword-fightingwithsticksand
bathing inwaterfalls that
flowbetweentheirhomes.
Thedriverwould toothis

hornevery timewewent
aroundabend— toalert
oncomingcars.Thatwas
virtually thewholeway.
Thegovernmentonly

permittedguesthouses in
VangVieng fiveyearsago.
Since then ithasbecomean

adventurehotspotwith tubing,
kayakingandcavingpopular

pursuits.Nearlyevery
restaurant in town is filledwith
youngtravellers recliningon
cushionswatchingDVDsof
Friends orFamilyGuy.
ButVangVieng isnot the

onlyplace thathasbeen
transformedfor tourists.

Guesthousesacross the
countryare in theprocess
ofbeingrevamped in the lead-
upto the2009AsianGames in
Vientiane, thecapital.

Wecanonlyhope the
countrymanages tomaintain
its charminthemidstof
the tourist invasion.

NEED TO KNOW

Getting there: Singapore
Airlines to Bangkok. Bus,
train and boat to Laos
Tour: Geckos offers a
14-day Highlights of Laos
Price: $995pp
Fun: Kayaking, tubing,
caving, cycling, swimming
More: visit-laos.com or
geckosadventures.com

with Mike Smith

travel diary
with Mike Smith

Northern lights

A
shortdrive southof theGoldCoast is
Kingscliff and itsplushresort,Peppers
SaltResortandSpa,whereguests can

haveabeachsideholiday from$318pp, twin-
share.Thedeal, throughHarveyWorld
Travel, is fournights for thepriceof three in
aresort room,withextranights fromonly
$106.Forguestswhofly toCoolangatta, car
hire isavailable from$52perday.

❏ Details: 132 757, harveyworld.com.au

Queenstown summer
NewZealand’sQueenstown isnotonlyaski
resort, it’sa summerplaygroundaswell.And
BreakFreehasaselectionofproperties to
cater fordifferent tastesandbudgets, from
$157per roompernight fora studio room
atHighview.Thedeal isbasedonminimum
staysof twonights,valid toMarch31.

❏ Details: 132 007, breakfree.com.au

Magical history tour
Trafalgar’snewFreeandEasy tour, the
10-dayGreat ItalianCities,gives tourists
threenightseach inRome,Florenceand
Venice,with the itineraryallowing for
sightseeingandfree timeto shop.From
$2499pp, twin-share (landonly), it includes
first-classhotels, touringbyairconditioned
coach, locallyguidedsightseeing,multi-
lingual tourdirector,breakfastdaily, farewell
dinnerwithwine inVenice, somedinnersand
airport transfers.Departuresareavailable
fromApril 11, 2008 toApril 10, 2009.
❏ Details: trafalgar.net.au

For more hot offers visit
avis.com.au or call 136 333

*Subject to vehicle availability. Cannot be used in conjunction 

with any other offer – only one coupon per rental. Offers are 

not available on package tour rates, Government rates, travel 

industry rates and some corporate rates. SAVI6318

Rent a group C (e.g. Toyota Corolla) or larger car for a minimum 3

consecutive days, include Coupon Number MPPA013 in your booking 

and save $33.*  The offer is available in Australia for rentals commencing 

between 6 January and 16 March 2008. The coupon number 
must be included in your reservation to receive the offer.

9288 2000

GOT SOMETHING 
TO SELL?

CALL 9288 2000

travel

Tours & Travel
AIRLINES BEST
DISCOUNT FARES
N.Z...... $235 S Africa.rt $1180
EUROPE/LONDON .... rt fr $1235
MANILA/VIETNAM ...... rt fr $695
SINGAPORE/MALAYSIA..fr $630
USA ..rt fr $1175 Bangkok .$620
ROUND THE WORLD .....fr $1570
BALI 10nts rt tfs bfst .......fr $775
STANDARD INT’L TRAVEL
3rd Floor 127 York St SYDNEY
All Fares add Aus Tax $93+Govt Tax
Lic.2TA002733 Ph: 9261-8663

BALI 4nt pkg $710 EUROPE $1250
Phuket 3nts$739 Penang 5nt$790
Sth Africa rt $1210 USA rt $1180
Vietnam 4nts$765 Manila $730
Bangkok $650 min + $195 gvt tax

www.travelweb.com.au
Ln 2TA003346 Ph: 9267-1308

BALILEISUREHOLIDAYS.COM.AU
Bali Best Prices
1300 730 689 Lic: 31996

CHEAPEST FARES & HOLIDAYS

BEST & LESS TRAVEL
Parramatta 9635 1033 lic4244

BALI 7 NTS FR $750 EUROPE
$1240 USA $1195 RTW $1550
BKK $630 STH Africa $1199
Early bird tours up to 12.5%
Wrestlemania/Chelsea Flower
Call Direct Holidays and save
02 9290 1698 LN:ITa53591

TAIPEI RETURN $499 + TAX
When book 7-12 day Taiwan tours
Hong Kong/Bangkok/Manila
return fr $660 + Tax
Japan/Korea ret fr $810 + Tax
Canada/USA ret fr $1160 + tax
Formosa Travel & Holidays
Ph: 1300787085
info@formosatravel.net
Lic:2TAOO1425

THE Daily Telegraph
Has more
Skilled
and
Semi-Skilled Readers
Than Any Other Classifieds

*SAVE*
12.5% on
TRAFALGAR/CONTIKI/

GLOBUS COSMOS/INSIGHT
Europe rt fr. $1249
USA/ Canada rt fr.$1250
Bangkok rt fr. $649
Phuket 7 nits rt fr. $789

Min Airport Tax: $110.00

IMPERIAL TRAVEL
Lic/n 4250

CITY 9280 0008
MT PRITCHARD 9823 0106

Deep Sea Fishing
A GREAT DAY DEEP SEA FISHING
Aboard the vessel "NORTH SEA"
Gear & bait supplied, grps of 1-18
Ace Fishing Charters 9688-7957

CRONULLA FISHING CHARTERS
Deep sea fishing adventures, 7
days p/w. Fr $65. Bait, tackle &
gear supplied. ph:0409-221-730

BOBBIE JAY REEF AND SPORT
FISHING, Bait & tackle, 1-20
Persons, 7 DAYS. Call 9749 4047
www.bobbiejayfishing.com.au

FAST MODERN FISHING BOATS
Deep sea fishing, rod/bait supp.
Ph Ian 0419-607587 /9544-9796

ACTION FISHING CHARTERS
25yrs of professional local fishing
experience. Kingfish & Jewfish
are on the chew in close and
Marlin out wide. Call now for
some great action fishing. All
baits and tackles supplied.
Steven 0404 357 319

CHARTER BOAT-LORMAR
Deep sea&game fishing.7days Fr
$65pp.Bait & tackle 1-25 people
96312650 www.lormar.com.au

Country
HARRINGTON/CROWDY HEAD
Variety of holiday properties
ranging from units to luxury
homes. For a full colour book
Phone Peta 02 6556 1000
www.ljhooker.com.au/harrington

PORT MACQUARIE AIR-COND
Mod 1-3 f/sc units, o/l surf beach,
linen, broch avail. Ph 6582-0848

Central Coast
AFFORDABLE-Lakefront Cabins
Some with double spa bath. Long
Jetty/ The Entrance.1800658865.

www.paradisepark.com.au

Queensland
BROADBEACH
4 star. 1 b/r aparts. Htd pool/ spa.
Tennis. 5 nts $540, 7 nts $756.
SURF PARADE RESORT
(07) 5538-8863
www.surf-parade-resort.com.au

HAMILTON ISLAND
Luxury private apartments
Beach/ocean view 0409986251
www.hamiltonisland.biz

HAMILTON ISLAND
Luxury F-S-C 2brm Beach-front
units. Good rates! 0439 351 566
www.reef-escape.com

TRAVEL
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